

Thank you, Governor Scott, Commissioner Putnam, Attorney General Bondi, CFO Atwater.
 
My name is Madison Martin.  I am a PhD candidate studying Nuclear Engineering at the University of Florida, etc.  I am joined by 8 fellow engineering students as follows:  Jitesh Kuntawala, Patrick Moo, Joseph Cashwell, Logan Blohm, Lucianne Behar, Hernan Godoy
Jonathan Rosales, and Nicolas Silva.

As students in the state of Florida, we believe that the current and continued use of zero emission nuclear energy is vital to the state and the nation, both environmentally and economically.

In the wake of nuclear plants shutting down in some parts of America, it is refreshing to see Florida patiently moving forward with 2 potential new reactors at Turkey Point.  

Our generation is the future of clean energy and the future of our economy.  New nuclear energy supply is essential to both.

Nuclear energy emits no carbon or other greenhouse gases.  Two new reactors of this size avoid more than 250 million tons of CO2 during their initial 40-year operating cycle.  The 102 nuclear plants operating in America over the last 5 decades have proven to be a clean, reliable, high-capacity source of energy supply, providing America with about 20% of its electricity and almost 70% of America’s carbon-free electricity.

Nuclear Energy means jobs.  A typical 2-unit nuclear plant supports about 1000 full time employees and thousands of secondary jobs.  These two new reactors would create over 3000 jobs during construction and an additional 800 full time jobs once operating.  And the jobs in the nuclear field tend to be the highest paying of any industry.  This is attractive to students who graduate college and look for jobs that can help them get a start (especially those of us who have student loans to pay off!).  These nuclear plants represent the future employment of engineers like us.  A favorable decision by you today sends a message to engineering students that there is a high-tech future here in Florida.
 
We ask that you approve the site selection for these reactors.

Thank you.


